
Important Aspects Related to Holocaust Education
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y In short, what was the Holocaust?

Why is the word 'Holocaust' commonly used in reference to the crimes perpetuated against the Jews in World War II?  (ie, why is it not used for the 

depopulation of Africa during 400 years of the Slave Trade, or the 900 year British occupation of Ireland, or the eight other genocides of the 20th century?)

In what ways is the Holocaust unique (relative to other atrocities) and why is 'Shoah' becoming a preferred descriptor?

The Holocaust is European history and both the aggressors and victims were Europeans.  Why is this required curriculum in the United States?

     Introductorary Curiosities to Address

The following topics are necessary coverage for a student to have a grasp of the events of the Holocaust.  This is by no means an exhaustive curriculum - the focus is confined to the 

Holocaust, thereby excluding important but not Holocaust-centric events of the broader second World War - but rather is geared toward providing essencial understanding of key topics 

which will inform about key learning outcomes.

Topic     Overarching Learning Target Key Learning Questions Key Topics / Concepts to Address

Possible Text or visual sources 

which might be beneficial to utilize 

a small portion of.
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Identify and explain the extent to which anti-

Semitism was part of the daily Jewish 

experience

What is the difference between historical anti-

Semitism and Eliminationist anti-Semitism?

How did Jews view pogrom violence?
    (ie, how could they do business with and live side-

    by-side with the perpeterators of the crimes?)

What characterized Jewish life in the shtetl?

Why did some immigrate west, and to what 

extent did they maintain contact with the old 

country?

'Protocols of the Elder's of Zion'

Eliminationist anti-Semitism (Goldhagen)

Anti-Semitism / Discrimination / Xenophobia

Pogroms

Westward immigration and Ellis Island

Shtetl traditions, economics and culture

Film / ''Fiddler on the Roof'

Book / 'The Plot. Secret History 

    of the Protolcols of the Elders 

    of Zion' by Will Eisner 

    (cartoon graphic novel)

Book / 'Hitler's Willing 

    Executioners' by D.Goldhagen

Book / 'Life Is With People, 

    Culture of the Shtetl' by 

    Zborowski and Herzog
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Identify the philosophy at the foundation of 

Nazism, and explain how the regime used a 

Machialivian approach to legitimizing their 

intolorance toward minority groups.

How did Germany transition from post-war 

Democracy to Nazism?

In what ways did the end of World War I make 

Germans open to Hitler's message?

In what ways did events in the United States 

contribute to the rise of Nazism? 

Why did Hitler target Jews?

To what extent were other countries complicit 

(knowingly or not) in enabling Hitler's 

securing of power?

Nazi Party beliefs and their inspirations
   *Includes US topics: Buck v.Bell 1927, Stock Market

     Crash 1929 affect on German economy, Henry Ford

     and Charles Lindbergh endorsement of Nazism; 

     Social Darwinism mindset

The use of Nazi propaganda; J.Goebbels

Nuremberg Laws 1935 

    (emphasis on how it defined and restricted Jews)

Nazi territorial expansion 
    (bringing more Jews into their land)

Targeted groups   Jews, homosexuals, handicapped, 

    Roma (gypseys)

Hitler's biography with emphasis on 1907-1932

Reich Concordat, 1933

German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, 1939

Understanding of different roles    

    Perpetrators, bystanders, victims, groupthink, the role 

    of fear in shaping responses.

Film / 'Nazi's, A Warning From 

    History' (documentary)
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Jews were relunctant to believe things could be 

worse in spite of the evidence (speeches, laws, 

events) which previewed the atrocities and the 

systematic murder which was coming.  Identify 

the evidence, explain why there was 

relunctance to believe it, and assess the 

challenges Jews had in responding.

Why is Kristallnacht considered the start of the 

Holocaust?

What do the earlier plans for Jews reveal about 

the Nazi intent. And how do Ghetto's fit into 

this?

What barriers prevented Jews from leaving 

Nazi controlled territory?

Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass)

Kindertransport 1938-1939

Einstzgruppen, Babi Yar Massacre 1941

Ghettos

Refugee flight
   *pre-1939, Jews with means could leave Germany but

     few countries would welcome them; 1939/1940 in the 

     USSR news censoring prevented Jewish refugees 

     from knowing what was happening in Poland.

Earlier plans for the Holocaust
   *Exile in Siberia, relocation to Madagascar, Lublin/Nisko

     Reservation plan

Book / 'Shtetl Jews Under Soviet 

    Rule.  Eastern Poland on the 

    Eve of the Holocaust'  

    by Pinchuk

S
y

st
em

at
ic

 M
u

rd
er

, 
1

9
4

2
-1

9
4

5

Hitler's objective was not just to murder the 

Jews, but rather to dehumanize them prior to 

their death.  Identify how this goal was to be 

achieved, and explain the degree to which he 

was (or was not) successful.

In what way did the pursuit of the Holocaust 

take resources away from the broader German 

war effort.

What are the primary differences between the 

concentration camps and extermination 

camps?  When viewed holistically, in what 

way was the camp system structured to 

dehumanize its prisoners?

How is it that people can retain their humanity 

in such inhuman conditions?

In what days did the death of Jews persist 

beyond the 1945 end of the war?

Wannsee Conference, 20 January 1942

Operation Reinhard

Systems  Ghettos, Concentration Camps, Work Camps 

                   Extermination Camps, use of railway cars, 

                   selection lines, number tattooing

Medical experiments and Joseph Mengele

Sonderkommandos

Film / 'Schindler's List'

Book / 'I Never Saw Another 

    Butterfly: Children's Drawings 

    and Poems from the Terezin 

    Concentration Camp 1942-'44'

    edited by H.Volavkova
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Identify the different experiences of Jews 

during the war, explain the hardships endured, 

and assess the challenges threatening their 

survival.

Between the fear of collaborators and anti-

Semitic partisans, how do those in hiding 

know whom to trust and when?

Should a war profitter who rescued Jews be 

viewed the same as a humamitarian who 

rescued Jews?

To what extent did the United States and 

Vatican know about the Shoah, and what (if 

anything) did they do?

Warszawa Ghetto uprising, 1943

Bielski brothers resistance, 1942-1945

Individual acts of courage  
     Oskar Schindler, Raoul Wallenberg, Andre Trocme

Liberation

Film / 'Defiance'

Book / 'Diary of Anne Frank'

**Information on stories from the 

    'Righteous Among the Nations'

Book / 'Night' by Elie Wiesel

Book / 'From Ashes to Life' by

    Lucille Eichengreen

Book / 'Renia's Diary' 

    Edited by E.Bellak

Book / 'Behind Enemy Lines' 

    by Marthe Cohn
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Some would argue that Justice is unachievable 

given the tremendious atrocities inflicted, 

while others can find foregiveness.  Identify 

the multiple of views on this topic, explain 

why they might be adhered to by different 

people, and assess/articulate your own position 

on whether Justice is achievable.

How has the Holocaust informed our 

understanding of human rights?  What 

constitute crimes against humanity, and is such 

a classification of atrocity necessary?

What were the methods and routes taken by 

Nazi's attempting to escape?

To what extent did the general population of 

Germany know about the Holocaust?

Whose responsibility is it to pursue escaped 

Nazi criminals?

World response, mid- and post-war    
     Bermuda Conference 1943,  United States, Vatican,

     immigration and refugee policies

Nuremberg War Crimes Trials

Denazification programs 1945-1946

Pursuit of Adolf Eichmann

Simon Wiesenthal (Nazi hunter)

Film / 'Operation Finale'

Film / 'Judgement at Nuremberg' 

    (1961)

Book / 'Nazis on the Run' 

    by Gerald Steinacher
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There are many moral dilemmas posed by the 

Shoah which are relevent to the years which 

follow, including today.

These are just a few of the possible directions 

a discussion may take . . .

Is it ethical to use information today which was originally obtained through Nazi medical experiments?  What about the use of 

anatomy/dissection photos in medical textbooks which were taken of victims?

How does a nation within which atrocities were committed heal?

Should there be a Statute of Limitations of an age at which former Nazis who are arrested should be exempt from prosecution?

America knowingly allowed former Nazi scientists into the country (to keep them away from the Soviets) while keeping out 

civilian refugees.  Under what circumstances (if at all) should our national security interests override our sense of morality, ethics 

and American values?

Should businesses engage in the sale of real and/or fake Holocaust memorabilia, such as armbands and Star's of David?

How should we address the concern that the sites of death camps (now monuments/museums to the memory of the murdered) are 

at risk of becoming commercialized tourist attractions?

To what extent is it ok (or not) for authors to write fictionalized stories set in the Holocaust (presented as non-fiction historical 

accounts) for the purpsoe of personal profit?


